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him.    It seemed, for instance, as if he was pushing some-
thing away from him.

'"Come here, Dayton/ said he, and we went into the
inner room of the building- where he made his headquarters.
As soon as we got inside he began to swear, and I could see
that he was greatly opposed to the suggestions that had
apparently been contained in the'document fl won't do
it/ he would say to himself several times over; ' I won't
do anything of the kind.'

"The document was an official order from Secretary
Stanton, approved by General Grant, for General Sherman
to wait with his army at Savannah for transports which had
been sent down the coast to convey them by sea to the
mouth of the James, and then to ascend that river to co-
operate with Grant. General Sherman had all along in-
tended to march his army up the coast, across country; and
he sat down at once and wrote a letter to General Grant
explaining to him why he was opposed to taking a sea
voyage with his men; licrw he thought such an experience
would demoralize them with sea-sickness, confinement in
close quarters and lack of exercise, and how he had decided
to take all the responsibility and march them up by land, in
accordance with his original plans. He said he would be
at Goldsboro, N. C, on the 21st day of March, 1865, and
that if any other orders were sent to him there they would
reach him promptly. So closely did he calculate that on the
23d of March he was in possession of Goldsboro.

" As Sherman had at that time practically an army of a
hundred thousand men, which could easily annihilate any
opposition he might m.eet with on his march, the wisdom
of his course was at once apparent to the authorities, and
no attempt was made to interfere with his execution of his
plans. As a matter of fact he did encounter Joe Johnstonget up and go over to his table and talk to him.tally, lime-er speaker,emy, counties, a flourishing little town
